JOE THE POOR BRAKEMAN

real bid from me. When I failed to bite, they
rung down the curtain and waited for the
next come-on. The show was staged again
for me the following day, and that time they
got me. I had the "brakeman's watch" and
he had the laugh on me. In the next wreck
that Brakeman Joe got into I wished him the
same luck Comrade Bannerman wished for
the trainload of plutocrats. "If I should meet
Joe now," I said, "Fd gladly give him back
the timepiece that he prizes so." Let us hope
that the brakeman I gave the watch to down
in Alabama was Brakeman Joe.

There was much to think of in that auction
incident Experience will often give the lie
to theory. My theory of the game was good
enough for me. I acted on my theory, and
they got my money. Perhaps the theory of
Bannerman was wrong. He claimed he knew
just how the capitalists were robbing labor.
Suppose we backed his theory with some
money and got stung? I was now theory shy
and I have stayed away from theories ever
since.

If you know the facts, no swindle can
deceive you. I spend my life in getting facts.
I now have seen enough to know that capi-
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